Abstract: Assam holds and supports a large proportion of tribal population, highly differentiated in terms of
fourth of it comprising rugged hills and the rest verdant alluvial plains out of which 78,088sq km is occupied by rural and 485 sq km is occupied by urban areas. The alluvial Brahmaputra valley commands the lion"s share of the territory. According to 1991 census, the total population of the state is 22,414,322 out of which 11.09 percen t a r e ur ba n a n d 88. 89 p er c en t a r e r ur a l inhabitants. The state of Assam is divided into 28 districts. Of the total districts, two districts are hills districts. These are Karbi Anglong and North Cachar Hills districts. Assa m i s bl en ded wi t h h i l l s a n d pl a in s. Topographically it can be divided into three distinct zones: the Brahmaputra valley or the Br a h m a put r a pl a in s i n th e n or t h ; t h e Ka r bi Anglong and the North Cachar Hills in the middle; and the Barak valley or the Barak plain in the south. The Brahmaputra valley which is about 500 km in length and 60 km in breadth is the most expansive plain area of the three zones. The Brahmaputra itself is highly braided due to low gradient and tends to form river islands. The largest of them, Majuli (929 sq kms) is said to be the world"s largest. In the valleys of the Brahmaputra and the Barak, the soils are mostly alluvial. In the hill areas the soils are red in colour and they are also acidic. The climatic condition of the plains is quite suitable for the cultivation of the variety of crops and the climatic condition of the soils in the hill areas are quite suitable for cultivation of certain crops like coffee and rubber. Assam has an agricultural based economy and more than 70 per cent of the population depends on agriculture as their primary source of livelihood. Rice is the main crop cultivated by the people. In the interior hill areas, the tribal people practice shifting cultivation. The tribal people raise mixed crops along with paddy in jhum cultivation. Racially, there are a number of ethnic groups i n A s s a m i n c l u d i n g t h e i n d i g e n o u s t r i b a l communities professing different religious faiths and beliefs and speaking different languages and dialects.
The state has a large number of tribes with their variety in tradition, culture, dresses, and exotic way of life. Most tribes have their own languages; some of their traditions are so unique and lively that these causes wonder to others. Bor o ( or Ka ch a r i ), Kar bi , Koch -Ra j ba n sh i , Mishing, Mishimi and Rabha are also among these tribes exhibiting variety in tradition, culture, dresses, and exotic way of life. Assamese is the principal language of the state and is regarded as the lingua franca of the whole North East India.
In Assam, according to the 2011 Census report, has registered a decadal population growth of 16.93 per cent during the last decade compared to 18.92 per cent growth recorded in the 2001 report. The report also revealed that the sex ratio in the State (number of females per 1,000 males) has increased from 935 to 954. The population growth rate of the State is less than the national growth rate, which stands at 17.64 per cent. While the total population of Assam stood at 2,66,55,528 in 2001, the latest report puts the total enumerated population at 3,11,69,272 persons taking the decadal growth of population up by 45,13,744 persons. The Census report was handed over to media persons today by RK Das, Director, Census Opearations, and Assam at a press conference. While the male population rose to 1,59,54,927 scoring a growth of 15.81 per cent, the female population stood at 1,52,14,345 with a growth of 18.14 per cent.
The highest growth rate at the district level has been recorded by Dhubri (24.40 per cent) which borders Bangladesh closely followed by Morigaon (23.39 per cent) and Goalpara (22.74 per cent). The lowest growth rate has been witnessed in Kokrajhar. Of the 27 districts, eight districts registered rise in the decadal population growth rate.The report also stated that the population in the age-group of 0-6 years has ascended to 4,511,307, further classifying the total (0-6 years) in persons between male and female as 2305088 and 2206219 respectively."While the growth rate of enumerated males in the age-group of 0-6 years stood at 14.47 per cent from 16. The report divulged that Kamrup (Metro) has the highest density of population (2,010) followed by Dhubri (1,171) and Baksa (763), while the lowest density has been seen in Karbi Anglong, with no change from the 2001 census report.
III.

Spatial Distributions of Tribal Population:
The Tribes are generally classifies on the basis of territory, language, occupation, physical characteristics and cultural contact. Like the rest of India while considering the tribal population there is some difference with their nature. The tribes of Assam are not primitive, nor they are very backward and all of them are not hill-dwellers or forest dwellers. They are hardly cut-off physically and socio-culturally from non-tribes.
While considering the tribal population and there spatial distribution in Assam, they could be broadly classified under two groups: -1). Hill tribes and 2). Plain tribes. Among the Hill Tribes the Karbi and the Dimasa"s are the most important groups. The Karbi"s are concentrated in the Karbi Anglong district and the foothills area of Nagoan and Kamrup districts while the Demasa Kacharis are mainly found in the North Cachar district. Besides, Hajong, Hmar, Rengma, Naga, Kuki, garo are also dominant groups inhabited in the hills of Assam. Rest of the tribal groups belongs to the plain tribes.
Among It is in the tribal areas of the country that the process of redistribution of population seems to be taking place at an alarming rate. The process perhaps began during the colonial period itself when the resource-rich tribal areas, particularly in mid-India were exposed to colonial exploitation. This resulted in organized movement of the non-tribal elements deep into the monolithic tribal areas changing not only the ethnic composition but also bringing about far reaching changes in their socio-economic order. The land-hungry peasants too made deep inroads into the fertile tracts in the tribal habitats, resulting in an unprecedented redistribution of tribal population. Evidences of redistribution of tribal population are spatially contained in the fragmented cores and peripheries of many tribal groups living in central India. The tribal groups who were in any case distributed in "geographically negative areas" were further squeezed into more inhospitable tracts or had to move out to newly emerging towns to work there in the unorganized tertiary sector of the economy. Such a process of redistribution was experienced in the North-Eastern region of India-a region supporting large concentration of scheduled tribes and a legion of ethnically differentiated tribes-though on a much smaller scale and much different in quality. The most significant aspect of spatial distribution of tribal population in this region is an almost exclusive concentration of the tribes in the hilly region and in some areas of Brahmaputra Valley. It is the latter, which has been subjected to redistribution of population more than the former. The Bodo community, which is widely distributed as a one of the very few "plains tribe", has been experiencing a great redistribution of its population both in the past as well as in the present, if the data available in censuses is of any indication.
Since the starting of this century, following large scale influx of immigrants especially from undivided Bengal (now Bangladesh) and Nepal into Assam, a sense of fear psychosis of insecurity has developed among the indigenous people including tribals. Thus the tribal being alarmed at this has ethnically united to form a tribal league in assam as early as 1933. Recently most of the tribes of Assam have been demanding separate homelands for them like Bodoland, autonomous state for Karbi and Dimasa groups, autonomous district for Rabha Hasong. Miri/Mishing and Tiwas. In the light of the above discussion an attempts have been made hare to study the spatial distribution pattern of the different tribal groups, and the locational attributes contributing to their territorial isolation, socio-economic and political demand of the tribals and the prospect of a viable solution to their problems in the Brahmaputra Valley.
The total population of the Brahmaputra valley as per 1901 census was 2619077 persons and the tribal population in that year was 369252 persons, constituted 14.1 percent of the total population of the valley. The proportion of tribal population had decline to 10.67 percent by 1971 (census report) and the same was computed to 12.71 percent in 1991. The fall of the proportion of the tribal population to the total population of the state during the period 1901-2001 may be attributed to the very high growth of the population of the state as a result of huge influx of migrants into the state from outside the region and also natural growth of all the indigenous groups of population including non tribal.
From the table above it is also observed that the tribal population in the state generally avoid strong urban influence and their spatial concentration have a direct correlation with the districts from the large town. Most of the tribal population seems to be allergic to urban influence and spatially they are found to be distributed in areas beyond the zone of urban influence. North Cachar Hills, Karbi Anglong and Dhemaji are the least urbanized district in the state with high concentration of tribal population.
Illegal migration from Bangladesh into Assam has been a major political, economic, social and security issue for Assamese society, so much so that it evoked the non-violent, highly visible, Assam Agitation (1979 Agitation ( -1985 Though there is no documented data on the number of illegal migration, it is assumed that out of the 26 million people residing in Assam, around six million are illegal Bangladeshi migrants. Influential Assamese intellectuals like Dhiren Bezboruah, who is also the editor of The Sentinel warns that Assam could become a part of "Greater Bangladesh" with districts like Dhubri and Goalpara witnessing a change in their demographic profile by becoming migrant-dominated while other districts like Barpeta, Nalbari, Nagaon and Darrang are also heading in that direction.
Consequently, the illegal Bangladeshi migrants issue tends to dominate the political,economic, social, and security discourses in Assam with residents of the state expressing concern of being taken over demographically by this silent invasion. The lack of data on migration adds to a sense of being "under siege" by outsiders as no one is sure as to the number of migrants visibly infiltrating all walks of life in Assam.
IV. Demographic Impact
The Human Development Report 2009 (UNDP) on Migration is essentially pro-migration in approach and applies a human development approach to the study of migration 1 . When migrants integrate more and diffuse to a great degree within their adopted homeland, which in turn becomes more diverse, they have a better chance of being valued as enriching society and introducing complementary cultural traits 2 . Ground realities in India, however, indicate that this has not happened and the influx of migrants from Bangladesh and Nepal has raised several concerns.
The sheer number of migrants from these two countries poses a demographic challenge. The S.K. Sinha Report on Illegal Migration into Assam 1998 clearly brings out perceptible changes in the demographic character of the state. It suggests that the influx of migrants threatens to reduce the Assamese people to a minority in their own state 3 . Sinha, in forwarding letter to the President, stated, "Large-scale illegal migration from East Pakistan/Bangladesh over several decades has been altering the demographic complexion of this State. It poses a grave threat both to the identity of the Assamese people and to our national security." 4 Quoting Bangladesh census records, the report points out that there was a reduction of 39 lakh Hindus between 1971 and 1981 and another 36 lakh between 1981 and 1989; and contends that these 75 lakh Hindus have obviously come into India. Table 1 Assam, 1998) The decadal population growth rate in Assam from 1951-1971 was higher as compared to the overall population growth rate in India and Bangladesh due to large-scale migration from Bangladesh. A look at community-wise population growth rates presents an even more revealing picture. 
